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REV. SIR, 


Wh I reflect upon your acquirements as 
a ſcholar, your knowledge as a divine, and your 
experience as a perſon conſiderably advanced in 
life; I cannot doubt of your ability to ſeparate 
ideas, and to diſtinguiſh between things that 
differ. | | 


A ſmall acquaintance with the ill conſequences | 
reſulting from the ambiguity of language, will 
fully ſhew, that, in addreſſing each other, we ſhopld 


„ labour 
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labour to be as clear and exlicle e d the 
' expreſſions we uſe; andiif ever this rule requires 
more than ordinary. attentian, it ſhould be em- 
ployed in the buſineſs of Accuſation: Leut we 
i ſhould widely differ from that glorious and equi- | 
table BEING, who never would have the righte- 
ous to. ſuffer with the guilty; and alſo, leiſt we 
ſhould too nearly reſemble him, who on account 
of his indiſcriminate and foul aſperſions, is called 
3F the accuſer of the brethren. 


9 


You, Sir, in the courſe of your chriſtian mini- 
ſtration, have thought proper to attempt a De- 
Fence of the Church of England ; and in ſo doing, 
you have Judged i it expedient to employ the wea- 
pon of Accuſation: My deſign in theſe Letters is 
not to wreſt this inſtrument of defence out of your 
hands, but if poſſible to avert the blow from thoſe, 
who, as I believe they never juſtly offended you, nor 
upon the whole have had © Evil will at your 
t Zion, “ ought not to feel its weight, much leſs to 
welter in the blood intended to be ſpilt by your ſkil- 
ful and powerful thruſts, 
|- | 8 *- Deſence, Page g. 

| 1 


It 


| It is with much concern I obſerve; in pour, 
late publication, that your Accuſations are not 


confined to your on Pariſh,. No: 


very conſiderable, and a very reſpectable part of 


the Britiſh Nation. For you artfully heap toge- - 


ther many evil things which are peculiar to Ana-, 
. baptiſts, Quakers, Preſbyterians, Unitarians, Prieſt. 
leians, F ifth monarchy men, Republicans and 
Levellers, Ferocious and blood-thirſty F renchmen, 
and Perſons, who, to uſe your on language, 3 
Approached the very verge of T reaſon,” Page 8; 
and all this is done to ſhew the expediency, and 
propriety of your defending the Church of En- 
gland, againſt the SeFaries and Diſſenters. 


Were a perſon who does not approve of the 
Epiſcopal form of Church Government, nor ſees 
the propriety of an Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, 


to collect all the abſurd, ſuperſtitious, and cruel - 

things, that could be ſaid of the conduct of perſons / 

who have approved of an alliance between Church 

and State; and then to make theſe things apply to 
PER 


A2. 
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They, 
extend to the Neighbourhood.—They extend to a, 


: bc ef 
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the Churchmen now in exiſtence, in oppoſition to 


the Diſſenters; I believe there are thoſe living who 
would charge ſuch a character with n 
worſe than miſrepreſentation. | 


That you, Sir, have miſrepreſented the Sectaries, 
as you are pleaſed to call them, and have ſaid 
many things of the Diſſenters, which will not ap- 
ply to them as a body, it is one deſign of theſe * 
Letters to prove: And when I fay, I cannot be- 
lieve a perſon of your moral character would in- 
tentionally charge innocent perſons with ſuch cri- 
minal things; I am obliged to believe the accu- 
ſations in queſtion are owing to the want of in- 
formation. 


Buſily employed in diſcharging the Parochial 
duties of a large and very populous Pariſh, and 
frequently ſecluding yourſelf from the hurries of 
active life, to enjoy the ſweets of learned reflection; 
you have not had an opportunity of taking an ac- 
curate view of the preſent ſtate of the religious 
world. Hence your miſtake; to rectify which, 

and 


LETTER 1. —— 
and ſo prevent the injurious conſequences, is the 
principal deſign of the following ſheets :.and though, 
Sir, I am much inferior to you as to family con- 
nections, the advantages of education, fituation in 
life, and the veneration due to advanced age ; yet, 
1 hope, the above candid remarks will afford a 
ſufficient apology for addreſſing you again upon 
this important ſubject. In the mean while, 


Jam, 


Rev, Sin, | 


Your's &. 
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REV. SIR, 


In my laſt, it was with reluktance I ſelt myſel 
obliged to ſay, that you had, in your late Publica- 
tion, entitled © A Defence of the Church of 
* England, &c.” uſed the weapon of Accuſation ; 
and had unhappily mifrepreſented the Diſſenters 
as a Body, I now proceed to offer ſome general 
proof of this aſſertion, 


| When I firſt read your Publication, L could not 
help recollecting a grammatical diſtinction, which 
| I am 


I am folly perſiaded you are well acquainted 
with. You know, Sir, nouns ſubſtantive, or the 
names of thoſe things which exiſt, may be uſed to 
| deſcribe that which comprehends the Genus, with- 
out diſtinguiſhing the Species; and that, there- 
fore, ſuch words are called Generic Terms. You 
well know too, that nouns ſubſtantive may be uſed 
to deſcribe Species, or a particular ſort and that 
then, the word is a ſubdiviſion of the General 
Term : but that it would be highly improper to 
uſe them ſononimouſly. Take an illuſtration, 


I believe about the time of the glorious Re- 
volution, a memorable difference of ſentiment 
obtained among the members, and eſpecially the 
miniſters of the "Church of England; reſpecting 
the lawfulneſs or unlawfulneſs of taking the oath 
of allegiance to the then illuſtrious reigning Prince | 
and Princeſs, King William and Queen Mary: 
thoſe who refuſed this Oath were called, if I mif- 
take not, Nonjurors, while * who rook 3 it were 
_ Jurors. | 


14 9 | Now. 


r | 

Now, Sir, if a perſon who was in principle a 
J uror, had written a treatiſe againſt the ſentiments 
and practices of the Nonjurors, and, when he had 
detailed and placed in the blackeſt point of view 
the real or ſuppoſed crimes. of this party, he 
had often artfully foiſted in the Generic Term 
CHURCH, inſtead of the ſpecific ane Non- 
Juror, and thus had given occaſion to the world 
to ſay, the members 'of the Church of England 
were diſaffected to the then exiſting Government, 
by affixing crimes to the whole body which could 
be predicated of only a few, and thoſe of the nonjur- 
ing party; ſhould not you as a Perſon © BORN, 
* BRED, and BENIFICED in the Church of En- 
« gland”, have felt your mind moved with indig- 
nation at ſuch an improper, and I may add, 
Diſhoneft uſe of Terms,” 


Lou well know the Terms Separatiſt, and 
Diſſenter, are General, compared with the 
Terms Unitarian, Preſbyterian, &c.— Now, Sir, 
let us ſce how you have uſed theſe Terms. 

In 


LETTER 11, 88 


” 
— —ñã— — 
* 


In your firſt Sermon you begin your attack, 
by telling the world that not the Unitarj- 
ans, nor the Prieſtleians, but the Diſſenters in 
vour Neighbourhood, have been making © invidi- 
« ous cavils, and groundlels 4 at your 
«« Zion.” Page 3. 


They are reſtleſs, you further add, in their endea- 
vour to put men out of conceit with ĩts doctrines and 
ſervices, and I muſt add, ſay you, toturn them aſide 
from the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, Page 4. — Again, 
you repreſent them as making ſerious attacks on your 
huich and doctrine, and petulant cavils at your ſervices 
and ceremonies, Page 4.—As proceeding ſome- 
times by open aſſault, and ſometimes covertly by 
ſap; one while overleaping the fold, another while 
prowling about in a borrowed ſkin, or ſheep's _ 
clothing, Page 6.—As infinuating* privately to 
individuals, and as publiſhing openly to the 
world, their objections to the eſtabliſhment, Page 
7.— As adverſaries levelling their envenomed 
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ſbafts principally at the Athanaſian creed, Page 69. 
As charging the eſtabliſned Church with bigotry, 
abſurdity, and what is ſtill worſe, with the moſt 
antichriſtian uncharitableneſs. Upon which you 
further remark, A ſerious and cruel charge this at 
any rate; and if falſe and groundleſs, ſuch as l hope 
and truſt I ſhall prove it to be, words cannot ade- 
quately expreſs it's unparallel'd malignity and im- 
pudence, Page 70. 


You charge them, in the ſame page, with 
indecency, arrogance, and ingratitude : And 
farther, with ſlandering and reviling the eftabliſhed 
Church, and national worſhip. — You accuſe 
them as virulent adverſaries, Page 80 and in 
Page 82, as inſidious Sectaries, © repreſenting 
the Church of England in an odious light. As 
guilty of the neinous fin of Schiſm, Page 96.—As 
having ſqueamiſh conſciences, Page 102.— As 
Perſons capable of fly and infidious infinuations, 
Page 108.— As inſidiouſſy and indecently com- 
menting upon your form of ordination, Page 11 3.— 
As employing Lt n frequently, and 
ſname - 
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ſhameleſsly, Page 116.—As uſing frivolous and 

| captious exceptions, as gainſayers, Page 118.—As 
capable of hypocritical affectation of ſanctity, 
Page 131.— As lying under the heavy charge of 
unneceſſary and therefore ſinful, Schiſm, Page 132. 
You ſay too, Page 134, you well know the rooted 
obſtinacy of their prejudices. Tou inſinuate, 
Page 1 355 that they uſe wily arts to ſeduce your 
People from the plain and ſaſe road of Truth, in- 
to the crooked bye- paths of error, which lead to 
deſtruction, and as ceaſing not for that purpoſe 
continually to revile and malign the eſtabliſhed 
Church, 


There is another charge and wise 
which I could not for ſome time believe, though, 
both my eyes made the inceſſant report ; it is this, 
you poſitively declare, Page 11, The Diſſenters 
of this. day almoſt univerſally reject, the Divinity 
of Chriſt. And in Page 83 you aver, They will not 
allow Jeſus to be more than Man, and as ſuch, 
the obſcure and illiterate ſon of an honeſt Car- 
penter. | | | 


Ar 


mare n. Be 
— — mn hl iti i te ns — | 
And notwithſtanding it has been a time when per- 

ſons ſuſpected of diſloyalty to Government wereex- 
poſed to imminent danger, (for when you preached 
theſe Diſcourſes, that important ſecurity to Britiſh 
Liberty, the Habeas Corpus act was ſuſpended,) yet 
you felt no ſcruple roundly to affirm of the Diſſen- 
ters, that They are peeviſh petulant cavillers, 
diſcontented men, impatient of controul, reſtleſs 
under authority, and diſſatisfied with whatever 
accords not minutely with their own idle fan- 
cies, Opinions and prejudices, Page 131. 


Theſe things, Sir, (I repeat the fact,) you do 
not aſſert of Unitarians, or Prieſtleians in parti- 
cular, had you done ſo, I ſhould have left thoſe 
Gentlemen to have defended themſelves. And 
I cannot but obſerve, as you began, ſo you proceed, 
to employ theſe General Terms reſpecting Diſſen- 
ters as a Body, uſing them all along without any pro- 
per diſcrimination, For thus you begin your laſt 
Sermon, (Page 123.) Having in my laſt Diſcourſe - 
obviated the cavils raiſed by the Diſſenters, &c. 


.you 


| 


: | LEMMA, of 
you thus proceed to ſpeak of them, vhen treating 
upon the expediencyof a review of the liturgy of the 
eſtabliſhed Church; And ſuch might not impto- 
bably have taken place before now, had it not been 
for the unreaſonable cavils of the Diſſenters; whoſe 
real aims are eaſily diſcoverable through the flimſy - 
veil wherewith they affect to cover them. ' Againſt” 
theſe both Church and State can never be too cau- 
riouſly guarded, Page 134- | 


But, Sir, as it is a notorious fact, that there are 
thouſands of Diſſenters in this kingdom, whoſe - 
faith is as orthodox as yours; and who exult in 
the Britiſh Conſtitution as ſettled at the glorious 
Revolution; and who, from religious principle, 
are both peaceable and loyal: I think it is very . 
evident by uſing General Terms in the above 
heavy accuſations; you have groſsly miſrepreſented 
a very large body of perſons in general, and my- 
ſelf and congregation in particular: At the in- 
ſtance of many reſpectable members of which, I 1 
addreſs theſe Letters to you. 


- 
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But as I hinted in my firſt Letter; I judged: 
your miſrepreſentation was the effect of a want of 
information, reſpecting the now exiſting circum- 
ſtances in the Religious world, I ſhall not im- 
pute it to a worſe motive; and therefore reſpectſully 
take my leave at preſent, by ſaying, to remove odi- 


um from the innocent, and prevent further miſ- 
take, I ſhall yet take the Liberty of laying before 
you what I ſincerely believe to be the views of by 

Far the greater part of that reſpectable body of 
Britiſh Subjects, the Diſſenters, with reſpe& to 
Schiſm,—the Divinity of Chriſt, - and obedience 
to Civil Government. 


I am, 


Rev. Six, 
Your's &c. 


LETTER 


THE THIRD 
—ä ꝑ . —— nr nn 
REV. SIR, 


Ir my att, 1 was under the painful neceliky of: 
adducing from your late publication, an accumu- 
lated maſs of accuſations levelled indiſcriminately 
at the Diſſenters as a body, and I might here take 
notice of the ſtrong, and, I am ſorry to ſay, inflam- 
matory language there made uſe of; but while I 
eſteem it an incumbent duty to vindicate myſelf 
and brethren from unmerited aſperſions, I ſhall 
ſpread the mantle of chriſtian charity over the 
aſperity of ſtile which Mr. For kr has adopted. 


Amon 3 ; 


16 1 LETTER 11. | 
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Among the many ſpecific: charges you have 
thought proper to inſtitute againſt the Diſſenters 
as a body, this is one, that they are Schiſmatics. 
Thus you expreſs yourſelf, Page 96, where ſpeak- 
ing of the weakneſs of the / arguments Diſſenters 
allege for their ſeparation from the Eftabliſhmene, 
All of them (i. e. the Reaſons they ad- 
duce, ) are far from ſufficient to juſtify what I 
make no ſcruple of calling the heinous. fin of 
Schiſm. And again, in Page 131, and 132, after 
having repreſented the Diſſenters as peeviſh and 
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petulant, as diſcontented men, impatient of con- 
troul, reſtleſs under authority, &c. you proceed to 

ſay: But were their Objections of ten times more 
importance then they in fact poſſeſs, ſtill would 
they be far from ſufficient to vindicate them from 
the heavy charge of unneceſſary, and therefore 
ſinful, Schiſm. | 


|. 
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It is to the ſubject of Schiſm 1 mean to apply 
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myſelf in this Letter, by calmly enquiring into 
its nature, and attempting to aſcertain the degree 
of Schiſmatical guilt, which attaches to Diſſenters 


conſidered as a Body. 
| Indeed 


INT HT 


Indeed, Sir, 1 feel a ſort” of visa if my 
own mind, that you yourſelf in the very publica- 


tion now in queſtion, have at leaſt 'mitigated the = 


crime alleged to "thoſe who have actually difſen- 
ted from the eſtabliſhed Church, if not emancipated 
them from the criminal charge altogether: for 
near the cloſe of your laſt Sermon, you thus 
expreſs yourſelf; I am not ſanguine enough to 
entertain a Hope that any thing I have advanced 
in theſe Diſcourſes, would reconcile a ſingle Diſſen- 
ter to the Church, 1 well know the rooted obſti- | 
nacy of their prejudices imbibed is earlieft 
infancy. | 


Nov to allude to the Figure made uſe of in the 
Text you have choſen,® may I not here aſk, if theſe. 
Diſſenters, even in their earlieſt infancy, were in the 
habit of imbibing prejudice againſtthe eſtabliſhment, 
and by conſequence never belonged to your Glorious 
Church, whoſe ornament is, you ſay, as a Wedding 
Garment without ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing; 
how comes it to paſs, that they can be under the 


0 * 


* Mr. Fol. EY Text is, Ephefians v. ae Hes « A 
Glorious Church, not having ſpot or 9 thing. 


B | _ heavy 


| beavy charge of ſeparating or rending from it? 
But I muſt proceed with caution; for I think 1 
hear Mr. Foy fay, but a great number of the 


III. 
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Diſſenters have left the Church when adult, and 
— 1 EY 8 Schyſm ? 


1 freely grant the fu here expreſſed, and will 


juſt hint at ſome of the Reaſons which may help uus 


to account for it. Within a few years back, pious 
young men of popular gifts have, for the beinous 
crimes of ſinging pſalms, praying extempore, and 
exhorting, been expelled from the Univerſity,--and 


it in their power to obtain an Univerſity education, 


(the expence of which I believe you well know,) 


have with a degree of claſſical learning applied for 
orders, but the Biſhops, for reaſons beſt known to 
themſelves, have refuſed to ordain them. 


Ps 


Theſe perſons, and others of the ſame views, judg- . 


ing they were called of God to preach the Goſpel, have 


not been without Patrons, even among the learned 


and the noble ; under-ſuch influence, they have been 
directed, I hope, by the good Providence of God, to 


popu- 


other ſerious young men of parts, who have not had 
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populous Cities and Towns, where the places of wor- 
ſhip were not nearly adequate to accommodate. the 


2 


inhabitants; here they have preached, perhaps at firſt 


in the open air, in imitation of Him who did not diſ- 
dain to make a mountain His pulpit, nor the hea- 


vens His ſounding board, the people heard, were 
benefited, and aſſociated together, — a place of 
worſhip was erected, and the miniſter ſettled to 
the edification of many, and the increaſe of vital 
Ow 


The ſame has been the caſe in many large 


- Pariſhes in the Country, and their populous 
Villages. | 


| T hus, Sir, I admit the Fact, that many Per- 


ſons ſeparate from the Church of England, hen 
5 they are adult; but then, in my humble opinion, 
they are not chargeable with guilt, morally ſpeak- 
ing. Indeed, if an Eccleſiaſtic explains the word, 


Schiſm, he applies it to all that have ſeparated _ 


from the Church he belongs to; and taking it for 
ö granted national Churches as Juch are Chriſtian 
B2 Churches 


Dr 


— 


A 


1 a ROC 
Churches in any particular Kingdom to which they 
belong, by neceſſary conſequence he ſuppoſes the 
perſons who have departed from ſuch a Church, 
to lie under the charge of this very beavy 1 
crime. | : 


But ſurely our Civilians will not talk in this 
manner; for if a man may not ſeparate from' an 
_ eſtabliſhed Church, without incurring moral guilt, 
then is the Toleration Act, if not the miniſter at 
leaſt the countenancer of ſin, 


But this cannot be, for we can never ſuppoſe 
ſo venerable and ſo wiſe a Legiſlative Body as 
the Commons, Lords, and King of England, 
would have expoſed themſelves to the vengeance 
of Heaven, by an act of legiſlation which immedi- 
ately leads to iniquity, and countenances the prac- 
tice of it. But ſay, am I miſtaken when I affirm, 
that the free exerciſe of religion in Great Britain, 
by all who could give ſecurity for their good be- 
haviour to the civil authority, was a part of the; 


national compact entered into by the repreſenta 
tives 


* 
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Lives of the people with William the third of glo- 
rious memory ? | 


But we will appeal to, an higher authority 
than eccleſiaſtics, or civilians: And that is the 
Sacred Scripture. The greek word, ZEXIEMA, ſig- 
pifies, according to the learned PagKavssr, in ge- 
. neral, a being divided, and in particular, a ren as in 
a garment ; it is thus uſed in Matthew ix, 16: and a 
diviſion in mind or ſentiment, a diſſention of opinion, 
as in John vii, 43. In the latter ſenſe this furmida - 
ble word is harmleſs enough in its import, for ſure- 
ly perſons may be of different opinions without 
contracting guilt, for ſimply being of another 
judge ment: And if we take the word as ſignifying 
or ſeparation or rent, even then it is not always of 
criminal import, for you well know, Sir, ſeparation 
from a religious body, ſimply conſidered, as ſuch, 
cannot be fin, for if ſo, verily the Church of 
England is guilty in this matter, — The cir- 
cumſtances that attend this ſeparation make it 
ſo; and if it can be proved that the word Church 
is never uſed in the new Teſtament to ſignify a 
| B 3 ' national 
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* national Church, nor Perſons veſted with eccleſiaſ- 


tical power, but a congregation of perſons believing | 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and united according 
to the order of the "Goſpel, it will then plainly 
appear, 1 hope, that in the Gght of God, a man 
is at liberty to join that Chriſtian ſociety which 


in his apprehenſion moſt reſembles the apoſtolic 


conſtitution. This Taſk I now impoſe i upon my- - 


- felf, and when I have executed it, ſhall reſpect- 
fully take my leave for the preſent. 


«2 = 
$41; 


Vou fay; Sir, Page 9;:the word Church has three 


different appropriate ſenſes. In its moſt ordinary and 
" ſimple meaning it denotes the Edifices wherein we 
meet together for the purpoſes of public prayer 
ke; and where we ate now aſſembled. Secondly, it 
denotes the members of Chriſt, or the aggregate 
«body: of Chriſtian people. And Thirdly, it is uſed 


to ſignify a particular Chriſtian community who 


agree together in the ſame doctrine and diſcipline, 
and the uſe of the ſame rites and ceremonies, in 


which ſenſe we ſpeak. of the Greek Church, the 
Church of Rome, and the Church of England. 


I do 
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1 do not know by what ſtandard you determine 
the acceptation of words which relate to Church 


eſtabliſhments : I am free to confeſs, that when 


treating upon religious ſubjects, I advert to Serip- 
ture to know, in what ſenſe the Holy Spirit moſt 
commonly uſes any word, and judge of it accord- 
ingly. Now, Sir, though I perfe&ly agree with you in 
part of your third explanation of the word Church, 
yet Ido declare I never ſaw the word aawnou which 
ve render Church, uſed in thenew Teſtament to ſig- 
-nify a #ationa/Church of any ſort; it is uſed tolignify 


the Body of the faithful, as in 1 Col. i. 18. Tt 


is alſo uſed Acts xix. 39. for a civil aſſembly dele- 
gated by due authority, but never for an ecclefiaf- 
tical delegation, or for perſons having power 
with reſpect to religious matters, in which ſenſe 
I take it for granted the word is uſed in the 20th 
Article of your Church, but by what ſcripture au- 
thority, I confeſs I know not. The word we ren- 
der Church, is uſed in an inſtance or two, but per- 
haps clearly in one 'only, to ſignify the place 
where a religious congregation may meet together, 
as in 1 Cor, xi, 22. though, Sir, you ſay in its 

4 | moſt 


r 
* * 
moſt ordinary and fimple meaning it denotes ſuch 
an edifice as that in which you preached your Ser- 
mons. In the lips of the vulgar it may, being 
ſometimes put into their mouths, for, I fear, no 
very criftian purpoſes; but in the mouth of a ſa- 

red claſſic it ought oops to be uſed; 


| "The word, ea, which » we 8 Church 
is moſt frequently uſed in 2 limite] ſignification 
as denoting a particular congregation of chriſtians, 
as r Cor. i, 2, But the places are ſo numerous 
where the word is to be found in this ſenſe, that 
it would be almoſt endleſs to cite all the paſſages : 


hence we read of the Church at Jeruſalem, the 
Church in the houſe of Aquila and Pricilla, and 


and alſo in the houſe of Philemon, but no where, 
as my recollection ſerves, of a national Church in 
the new Teſtament. My Kingdom is not of this 
world, ſays Chriſt, John xviii, 36. From theſe pre- 
miſes one inference may be drawn, namely, that 
in thoſe ſacred ſocieties who believe in Chriſt, and 

; are united according to the order of the Goſpel, 
there is no excluſive authority, there is no ſuperiori- 


ty; 


" LETTER in. po 
ty; all are therefore upon a level, and conſequently, 
when an individual, or a body of perſons, breaks off 
from one, to form or to enlarge another chriſtian 
ſociety, there is, there can be no Schiſm. 


And here I am very happy to ſay my ideas exactiy 
correſpond with thoſe of the late learned and cele- 
brated Locke, and therefore you will excuſe a quo- 
tation from his works---*© Let us now conſider, ſays 
this reſpectable author, what a Church is, a Church 
then I take to be a voluntary ſociety of men join- 
ing themſelves together of their own accord, in 
order to the public worſhiping of God, in ſuch 
manner as they judge acceptable to him, and 
effectual to the ſalvation of their Soula 


« | ſay it is a free and Voluntary Society. No 
body is born a member of any Church; otherwiſe 
the Religion of Parents would deſcend unto the 
Children, by the ſame right of Inheritance as 
their Temporal Eſtates, and every one would hold 
his Faith by the ſame Tenure he does his Lands; 
than which, nothing can be imagined more abſurd, 


Thus 


| 
$8 
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Thus therefore that matter ſtands. No man by 
nature is bound unto any particular Church or 
ſect, but every one joins himſelf Voluntarily to 
that Society in which he believes he has found 
that profeſſion and worſhip which is truly accept- 
able to God.— The hopes of Salvation, as it was 
the only Cauſe of his entrance into that Commu- 
nion, ſo it can be the only reaſon of his ſtay 
there; — for if afterwards he diſcover any thing 
either erroneous in the Doctrine, or incongruous 
in the worſhip of that Society to which he has 
Joined himſelf, why ſhould it not be as free for 
him to go out as to enter? No member of a 
religious Society can be tied with any other Bands 
but what proceed from the certain ExpeCtatioh 
of Eternal Life, —A Church then is a Society of 


members Voluntarily uniting to this end.“ 


z 


Indeed, Sir, it appears to me, that if we 
would look for Schiſm in the ſenſe a perſon of 


p — ůů 
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* Locke's Works, Folio Edition Vol. 2. Page 236. 
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the eſtabliſhment uſes, * term, we ſhould not 
look to thoſe who have been n educated without its 
pale, or have left its connection and formed others, 
but we ſhould look for it among thoſe who profeſ- 
ſedly, within its boundaries, are varying from ita 


eſſence and conſtitution, and however glorious and | 

ſpotleſs the garment, are making rends in it: and 
| when J read the articles, liturgy, and homilies 
of the Church of England, and then conſider the 
contents of many modern diſcourſes that have been 
delivered within the eſtabliſhed walls; and publiſhed 
for the inſtruction of its members; I am free to 
declare, in my opinion there is too great a variation 
from the doctrines of the eſtabliſhment, to ſay with 
ſafety, 'that, all her ſons, 1 ts 6 
bread, are free from Schiſm. | 


Iam, wig "9 
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kv. SIR, 
I. hath ever appeared to me that religion in the 
extenſive ſenſe of the word, may be conſidered as 
compounded of parts which may be called eſſen- 
tial, and of thoſe things which may be deemed cir- 
cumſtantial only. Among the latter, according to 
; my view, are to be claſſed Habits, Forms, Rites, 
Ceremonies, and Modes of Church government : 
And among the former its peculiar and character- 
iſtic 40 rines. Of this number is the doctrine of 
Chriſt's Divinity. It lies at the very foundation 
of faith, hope and love. It conſtitutes the corner 
* | fone 
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fone of the fair edifice" of Christianity. And, to 
expreſs myſelf in the words of a late elegant Writer, 
which he uſed upon another occaſion, * And as 
te this foundation is either ſolidly or ſuperficially 
„hid, the whole building ties wore Mm 8 

« graceful, or being badly founded, threatens an 
1 opprobrious 8 


Uninformed of the real ſtate of the religious 
world, you have roundly affirmed that the Diſſenters 
do not believe this Doctrine; but that they deny, 
and deny in a very offenſive manner too, the Divi- 
nity of Jeſus Chriſt. T0 


By a Diſſenter I underſtand one who, for what- 
ever reaſon, does not profeſs to communicate with, 
the Church of England, but chuſes to withdraw 
from that claſs of Chriſtians; and of ſuch there 
are to be found in this Kingdom vaſt Numbers. 
Now among theſe perſons there are particularly 
Quakers, Weſſleans, Baptiſts, Independents, Preſ- 
byterians, and ſome few Unitarians, but becauſe 


the * deny the Divinity af Chriſt, can it be 
right 


m6 Aa * rere 


right to repreſent the Diſenters as a body holding 
ſuch an heretical tenet, as that Jeſus Chriſt is 4 
mere creature? But this you have had the hardineſs 
to do. And here you will allow me again to 
quote your own words upon this ſubject, you ſay 
Page 11, the Diſſenters of this day almoſt uni- 
verſally deny the Divinity of Chriſt. And in Page 
$3, you affirm; They will not allow Jeſus to be 
more than Man; and as ſuch, the obſcure and 
{literate ſon of an honeſt carpenter.®_ 


Buch, Sir, are your accuſations and miſrepreſen- 
tation with reſpect to the Diſſenters as a body. That 


with your uſual inaccuracy you aſſert, Page go, . That the Preſby- 
terians in this part of the Kingdom are almoſt univerſally unitarians.· 
I am credibly informed that the number of unitarians in the 
Congregation of Preſbyterians, in the Town of Stourbridge, are 
but few, And if we may judge of the faith of the Preſby- 
terian Congregation at Cradley, by that of their worthy Paſ- 
tor, the Rev. James Scott, my much valued Neighbour; your 
aſſertion will not apply to that Society. It was with pain I obſerv- 
ed in a late publication of your's, attempts made to run that Gentle- 
man down; and I wiſh the preſent publication was free from that 
Spirit, but your atlempts are wain ; for his private conduct, and 
public character, are not to be hurt by ſuch attacks, 


there 


. 
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there are thoſe among the Diſſenters who thus blaſ- 
pheme, we have no doubt; (may heaven convince 
them of their ſin 1) but it is a dangerous thing 


to charge whole bodies with the crimes of indivi- 


duals, as the following plain — tag: 


tion will ſhew. pI Se 

E, There are in your Church, I believe: Paſtors 
and Teachers who do not always rigidly adhere to 
the rules of temperance ; but ſhall we therefore 
ſay that all the Sons of the eſtabliſhment are“ Migh- 


te ty to drink wine, and men of ſtrength to mingle. 
te ſtrong drink, and continue at wine Wn: it inflames 


« them ?” God forbid. 


As you are a profeſſed believer of the Doctrine 
of Chriſt's Divinity, it will not be expected that 


I ſhould formally defend this article of the chriſtian 
faith; But it may not be amiſs here, to ſtate the 


grounds upon which we believe this Doctrine. 


Our belief of this doctrine then is not bus 
ded upon the dogmas of the papacy or the creed 
| of 


4 


22 rr * 


* 


* 


of ATHANASIUS, the articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, the writings of Cal vix, or the inſtroctions of 
any fallible mortal ; in this reſpect we call no man 


Fully ſatisfied with the evidences of the plenary 
Inſpiration of the Scriptures, we receive as undoubt- 
ed, all its information ; and judge ourſelves bound 
implicitly to receive all doctrine therein taught : 
each of us ſaying, in this reſpect, as SAMUEL of 
old upon another occaſion, Speak Lord for thy 


ic ſervant heareth.“ 


From theſe unnerring ſources of information 
we are convinced, the circumſtances of fallen man 
are too wretched for a created arm to afford 
deliverance: Thus taught we alſo conclude chat 
every creature is invariably bound to do its utmoſt 
in the ſervice of-its Creator, we can not therefore 
admit that merit could attach to the character of 
Jeſus if he were merely a creature, though of the 


very higheſt order. 


It 
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| Tt is therefore with gratitude we obſerve in fu. 
cered writ, ſo many infallible proofs of Jeſus's true 
and proper GOD HEAD. In che unerring Oracles 
we learn that Jeſus, in the days of his fleſh, receiv- 
ed, and now from the heavenly world receives, that 
religious worſhip which it would be idolatry to 
offer to any creature. And notwithſtanding we. 
believe in the real manhood of the Son of God, 
and conceive of Him, in His official capacity as 
mediator, as the Father's Servant, yet, as touching 
His Godhead we doubt not but He is equal to the 
Father; finding as we conceive in the Volume of 
eternal truth, Almighty works,---Adorable T itles, 
Divine Perſections, Eternal Exiſtence, and ab- b 
ſolute independence of being aſcribed to Him. | 


But farther; in SN 
- moſt frequently uſe in our public worſhip, this 

article of our faith is frequently and explicitly 
ſet forth : for in the Calviniſtical congregati- 
ons, thoſe celebrated compoſitions, Ds. Warrs's 
Pſalms and Hymns, are, I believe, generally uſed; 
and as that doctrine is ſo frequently expreſſed 


* 
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part, not being bound to uſe them by any 
Oath or Subſcription®, -, 


1 In 


— —— nn 

* Having touched upon the ſubje& of Oaths and Subſcriptions, 
as applied to eccleſiaſtical matters, I cannot deny myſelf the 
pleaſure of here inſerting part of a ſpeech, of Sir George Sa- 
ville, on the petition of the Clergy, for relief from ſubſcribing 
he Articles of the Church of England. | 


«i Bom Gentlemen, ſays he, talk of it barriers about the 
Church of God, and protecting His honour, language that is aſto- 
niſhing ; that is ſhocking z it almoſt approaches to blaſphemy. What! 


a poor contemptible reptile talk of raiſing barriers about the Church of 
God ? They might as well talk of protecting Omnipatence, and 


raiſing barriers about His Throne. Barriers about the Church of 
God, Sir? That Church, which, if there be any veracity in Scripture, 
ſhall continue for ever, and againſt which, the gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail, If I may be allowed, on ſo ſerious an occaſion, to re- 
collect a Fable, it puts me in mind of one which I have met with, of a 
ſtately magnificent impregnable Caſtle, built upon a'rock, the baſis of 
-which was the center of the earth, the top of it pierced the clouds, the 
thickneſs of the walls could not be meaſured by cubits ; at the bottom 
of it, a few Moles were one day very buſy in raiſing up a little quantity 
of earth; which when ſome Mice ſfaw,—W hat are you doing, ſay they 
to diſturb the tranquility of the Lord of this Caſtle ? We are not diſ- 
turbing his- tranquility, all blind as you are, you may fee we are only 
throwing up a rampart to protect this Caſtle. The Church of 
God, Sir, will protect itſelf, Truth need not be afraid of obtaining 
| oy ba 
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in theſe compoſitions, if we did not approve of it, | 
we ſhould abridge them, and reject the obnoxious 
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la the Catechiſm we teach our Children, this 

doctrine is thus expreſſed, *The only Redeemer 
ol God's elect, is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, 
being the eternal Son of God, became man, and 
ſo was, and continueth to be God and Man, in two 
diſtin& natures, and one perſon, for everꝰ. 


| I ſhall cloſe this letter, Sir, with a quotation 
from a reſpectable and able writer of the preſent 
day, the Rev. Andrew Fuller of Kettering, 
in Northamptonſhire ; who is well informed 
reſpecting the preſent ſtate of the religious world: 


His words are theſe : Others have ſuppoſed that 


the main body of Diſſenters had either imbibed 
the Socinian Syſtem, or were haſtily approaching 


——y 


the victory on a fair trial, The lovers of truth will love ſincere en- 
quirers after it, though they differ from them in religious ſentiments, 
| Thoſe who are penetrated with the enlarged and benevolent ſpirit of 
the Goſpel, will not condemn as hereticks, will not reject as un- 
worthy of affection, any who believe the Chriſtian Religion, who 
ſearch and endeavour to underſtand the Scripture, though they may 
be unable to comply with certain Creeds and Articles.” . 


* Ses the Aſſembly's Catechiſm in anſwer to Queſtion 21ſt, 
c2 25 to- 
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towards it. Whether che | ſuggeſtion” of Dr. 
Horſley, © That the genuine Cabiniſts among 


our modern Diſſenters are very few,” has 


Contributed to this opinion, or whatever be its 
origin, it is far from being uſt. Every one 
who knows the Diſſenters, knows that the body 
of them are what is commonly called orthodox. 


Dr. Prieſtley who is well known to be ſuffici- 


ently ſanguine in eſtimating the numbers of his 
party, acknowledges with regard to. the Diſſenters, 
Unitarians are by far the minority. In Bir- 
mingham, where the proportion of their number 
to the reſt of. the Diſſenters is greater than in 
any other Town in the Kingdom, it appears 
from Dr. Prieſtley's account of the matter, that 
thoſe called Orthodox are nearly three to one : 
And throughout England and Wales, they have 
been ſuppoſed to be as two, if not three to one, 
to the Socinians and Arians incluſive”, Thus 


far this worthy writer, 1 ſhall only add, if Mr, 


FoLey thinks proper to contradict this teſtimony, 
let him firſt know, if requiſite we can produce 
| other 


nr i. 


other witneſſes, and far more circumſtantial ; 
information; as in conſequence of very falſe infor- | 
mation having been conveyed through the medium 
of a popular publication, whereby many perſons 
both at home and abroad, have been induced to 
think the major part of Diſſenters in England, 
were verging to Unitarianiſm; ſeveral intelligent 
friends to truth have lately taken great pains, to 
aſcertain the proportion which the Unitarian Diſſen- 
ters bear to thoſe of the Orthodox: and to theſe - 
calculations we have free acceſs, = OE 


I am, 
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THE FIFTH. 
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REV. SIR, 


I Believe you will agree with me when I fay, 
among the many evils that may reſult from. im- 
proper conduct, the effects of ſedition and treaſon 
are the moſt dreadful; as the page of · hiſtory, and 
recent awful facts but too fully prove. 


Indeed, whether the edifice of an eſtabliſhed civil 
Government be attacked either by Sap or Storm, 
we may ever expect its overthrow will be attended 
with thoſe dreadful conſequences, that are ſuffi- 
cient 


a 
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cient to affix the deepeſt criminality vpon thoſe, 
who have either immediately or remotely contri- 
buted to occaſion ſuch a Cataſtrophe. 


1 am very ſorry to ſay, that in your late publi- 
cation you have | attempted to charge this awful 
| guilt, not upon a few ill principled individuals, 

but upon all indiſcriminately who have diſſentd 
from the eſtabliſhed Church. 


Ido not mean however to affirm that you 
charged the Diſſenters with having actually com- 
mitted either Treaſon, or Sedition; yet, notwith- 
ſtanding a conceſſion made in favor of the Separ- 
atiſts, after you have deſcribed the conſequence 
that followed the fifth monarchy principles, in the 


reign of Charles the Second, yon charge . 


Diſſenters with being influenced by thoſe principles, 
-which never fail to lead to the commiſſion of ſuch 


atrocious Crimes, 3 


For my part, I am of opinion this was your 
reaſon for placing them in ſuch vile company. In 
5 ES | Pages 
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Pages 7, and 8, you have exerted your admirable 


deſcriptive powers, and have there exhibited what 
I think all muſt allow a ſtriking portrait; but 
whether, with all its prominency. of feature, it 


be juſt, and therefore fit for public view, re- 


mains to be determined. 


In the back ground of this remarkable piece, 
you preſent to our view, a groupe of F igures 


calculated to alarm.---We will uſe your own words, 
A ſet of Societies, ſay you, page 7, aſſembling 


together under ſpecious titles, and upon plauſible 
pretences ; acting in open and avowed defiance to 
the laws and the conſtitution, and diſſeminating - 
their poiſonous doctrines with unremitting vigi- 
lance through every corner of the land. And when 
ſome of the ring-leaders have been brought to their 
trials, though the voice of their country have ac- 
quitted them of the actual crime of treaſon, and 
however their overt acts may have ſteered clear 
of the penalties of the Law, yet are their intentions 
ſufficiently apparent.” 


In 


\ 
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In a more conſpicuous part of this diſmal picture, 
you have introduced, as I ſuppoſe, the ting- leaders 
and actors of the late dreadful. tranſactions in 
France ;---«There repreſenting England as engaged 
in oppoſition to the wanton and unproyoked 
attacks of the moſt ferocious, blood - thirſty, and 
unprincipled Banditti that ever ravaged the face 
of the Earth. | 


So much to delineate your inferior objects; 
but in the front of this gloomy and terrible 
aſſemblage, is preſented a large body of Perſons, | 
viz. the Diſſenters of this Kingdom: the former 


part of this ſingular paragraph contains this ſen- 


rence, © In the mean while the Diſſenters not only 
inſinuate privately, but publiſh openly / to the 
world, their objections. &c. And legit your kill 
in aſſociating different objects in one piece, ſhould 
be loſt, and your ſtrong colouring prove of no 
avail, you thus cloſe this remarkable paſſage ; 
« And among all the numerous members of theſe 
ſo juſtly obnoxious ſocieties, &c. I take upon me 


to aſſert, there cannot be found one ſingle true, 


genuine 
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genuine, and Savere member of the Church of 
England. There is, there can be no fellowſhip 
between Chriſt and Belial. - 80 that, theſe bad 


Societies, theſe horrible Frenchmen, and theſe 


Difſenters, are colleQively Behal---and the Church 
of n is Chriſt. 


Ah! Sir, this may do with the. undiſcerning 


multitude; matter and language like this, may ſerve 
to make a country audience tare, and to inflame | 


thoſe wicked diſpoſitions, that generate and 
keep alive, bigotry and perſecution but thoſe 


who can diſtinguiſh, will view ſuch declama- 
tion in another light: and notwithſtanding your 


extenſive learning, reſpectable ſituation, acknow- 
ledged influence, and well known abilities, will ſee, 
and upon proper occaſion ſay, you have artfully 
joined together, what every well informed and 
honeſt man will ever keep aſunder. 


"But, Sir, you do not only artfully paint, 
you alſo roundly affirm, Page 131, That * the 
Diſſenters are diſcontented men, impatient of c. 


and refles under authority. ” | 
Pardon 
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Pardon me, Sir, if I tell you, I have nom ſhut 
your Book, fully determined to tranſcribe no more 
from it: For verily, Sir, my Spirit recoils, my heart | 
is agitated not with. conſcious guilt, either as to 
myſelf, the Congregation I have the honor to ſerve;-, 


or the main body of my Brethren the Diſſenter ;: 
nor on the account of any one of that body; but at 


your hardineſs and audacity, and at the Conſe- 
| quences which may be expected to reſult, from what 
you have thus preached, and publiſhed, ſnould 
the world believe you. Reflecting on the ſpirit 
of your publication, and your inflammatory lan- 
guage, I cannot but ſenſibly feel for the man, 
who, from the Sacred Deſk, in the hearing it 
is highly probable, of the acting and reſpect- 


able Magiſtracy of the Neighbourhood ; and ata 


period when men might, and I muſt add, if fo 
+ guilty, ought, to have been torn from every domeſ- 
tic ſweet, and ſafely lodged in the gloomy Priſon ; 
| there to have lain, till it had been expedient for | 
law and juſtice to have had their courſe— cafteth | 
fire-brands, arrows, and death, inſtead of attempting 
to penetrate his audience, with the mild and af- 


fectionate ſpirit of chriſtianity. 
* But 


7 But, Sir, where is your authority ſor placing 
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ſo many of his Majeſty's good and faithful ſubjects 


with ſuch vile aſſociates? How will you demon- 
ſtrate that the Diſſenters are ©, Impatient of con- 


troul, and reſtleſs under authority; Is it becauſe, 
though excluded from the honors and emolu- 


| ments of the State, they pay their part to ſupport 


both Church and King? or, have the Diſſenters, 
as Diſſenters, for the laſt Century, acted in concert 
againſt the civil Government? Hath not the 
very reverſe been the Caſe ? Say, Sir, (for it is 
incumbent upon you to do it if you can) have the 
Diſſenters, as Diſſenters, formed political focieties, 
or taken any ſtep, either public or private, to 
impede the Wheels of Government? Do you know. 
any thing that will prove the Diſſenters, taken 
as a Body, either in the Country at large, inthe 
Metropolis, or in your Neighbourhood in parti- 
cular, have been * reſtleſs under authority”? If not, 


| for the ſake of chriſtian charity, not to ſay common 


Honeſty, call back immediately the heavy Charge. 


If 


— * 
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It any individual, or individuals, among the - 
Diſſenters have ſwerved from the line of Duty, and 
evidenced a reſtleſs ſpirit under the civil Govern- 
ment of theſe Realms, we are ſorry for it. Such 
|  condut; evidenced by whom it-may, is the object of 
our deteſtation: but on ſuppoſition that any among 
us have thus acted, are we, as a Body, any more | 
guilty than that reſpectable claſs of Chriſtians, the 
individuals that compoſe the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
ſome of whoſe Members it is well known have, 
upon grounds of violent Suſpicion, been brought 
to trial, and one of the Minifers of which com- 
munity hath been found guilty of the- horrid crime 


of Treaſon ? But the fact is, the Members of the 


Eſtabliſhed Church are happily innocent, conſider. 
ed as a body, and ſo are we; and therefore ought 
not to be the object, at which the ſhafts of malig · 
nant accuſation ſhould be levelled. . 7 


But to diſmiſs this diſagreeable Subject, I pro- 
ceed,: Sir, to lay before you, what it is firmly 
believed are the views of by far the major part of 
the Diſſenters, with reſpect to Civil Government. 
| Civil 
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Civil Government then, Sir, we look upon, as 
to its origin, to be the ordinance of God. As 
His good inſtitution, adapted to the circumſtances 
of human nature: but then, while we look upon 
Civil Government in its origin as the ordinance of 
God, we look upon its various forms to be the 
production of man, and therefore capable of im- 
provement.— Thus, Sir, we admit the Powers that 
be, (the Governments that are eſtabliſhed,) whether 
Monarchical,--Ariſtocratical,--Republican, or Mix- 
ed, are of God, and conſequently not to be reſiſted, 
in their legal operations, with impunity.—It appears 
to us, that a wiſh to act in this manner is the vile 
and thoughtleſs offspring of a licentious heart; 
while we think with Jupce BLACKSTONE, «No 
man, that conſiders a moment would wiſh to retain 
the abſolute and uncontrouled power of doing what 
ever he pleaſes : the conſequence of which is, that 
every other man would have the ſame power; and 
then there would be no ſecurity to individuals in 
any of the enjoyments of Life.” And further z it is 
an article of our political creed, that thoſe who re- 
fiſt the Powers that are, without repentance and 


pardon 
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pardon, will receive at the Hands of the Righteous - 
Governor of Heaven and Earth, as the Apoſtle 
ſays, Damnation. 1 | 


But then, by the word Power; we do not un- 
derſtand the ſtrongeſt Body exerting its influence 
in a capricious way; but force to be employed 
according to law, and ever uſed for the good of 
the ſubject. ... For we cannot but think, with 
that great luminary of the Law, above - menti- 
oned, that © Every wanton and cauſeleſs re- 
ſtraint of the will of the ſubject, whether prac- 
tiſed by a monarch, a nobility, or a popular af- 
ſembly, is a degree of Tyranny.....Nay, that even 
laws themſelves, made with or without our conſent, 
if they regulate and conſtrain our conduct in matters 
of indifference, without any end in view, are laws 
deſtructive of liberty.“ 


But fince it is a principle with us, that ei- 
vil Governments are capable of improvement, 
being in their modes the production of fallible man, 


—ͤyy—— —— 
0 Blackſtone's comment. vol. 1 page 126. 
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| and fince the good of the ſubje& at large, is the 
principle on which they are eſtabliſhed, it appears 
to us it is a duty incumbent upon al! to ſeek the 


improvement of that Government under which 


they live : And hence calm inveſtigation, and ſober 


remonſtrance, either in the Legiſlative Body, c or out 


of it, are not, we think, to be conſidered as Crimes. 


= 


Again; we cannot but think with the late 


Biſhop Burnet, That if the liberty and property of 


the ſubje& ſhould be ſtruck at by the Govern- 
ment, then reſiſtance would become lawful. But 
then, before this could be the caſe; the Law muſt 
ceaſe, and the Britiſh: Conſtitution be deſtroyed ; 
and hence, though we admit the former ſentiment, 5 
we cannot but think with the great Lawyer above 

quoted, that, No human laws will ſuppoſe a 
caſe which at once muſt deſtroy all law, and com- 


pel men to build afreſh upon a new foundation; 
nor will they make proviſion for ſo deſperate an 
event, as muſt render all legal proviſions ineffec- 
tual. So long therefore as the Engliſh Conſtitu- 
tion laſts, we may venture to affirm, that the power 

| of 
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ol the parliament is abolme and vinhout- var 
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1 den, Sir, um Ae — 
DE uncontroulable power of parliament, we 
dun vpon- what! principle we do it. We believe 
dbbhat parliament is in its own conſtitutijot deſigned 

. for the good of the ſuhject: and alſo, that it hath 
even made ample. proviſion that ther, executive 
or Kingly power of theſe Realms ſhould be con- 
ducted to this end. For we believe upon the La ] 
authority aforeſaid, that ©* The principal duty of 
the King is to govern according to Law. Nec 
regibus infinita aut libera poteſtas, was the conſti- 
tution of our German Anceſt6rs on the Cöntinent- 
Rnd this is not only conſonant to the principles 
of nature, of liberty, of reaſon, and of - ſociety; but 
has been eſteemed an expreſs part of the common 
Law of England, even when prerogative was 
at the higheſt.” The King faith, Bxacron who 

wrote under Henry the 3d. ought not to be ſubjecł 
to man, but to God and to the laws; for the law _ 
d. ." - maketh 


„ Blackſtone's comment. vol. 2, page 162, 
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maketh-the King: Let the King therefore render 
to the law what the law has inveſted in him, with 


5 regard to others: dominion, and power: for be ia 


not truly King where will and pleaſure rules, and 
not tlie law.“ The conſtitution of great Britain 


therefore, we moſt firmly believe is founded upon the 
broad baſis of liberty ; and till matter of fact con- 


vinces us to the contrary, we ſhall ever believe 


its adminiſtratzon is according to law. With ſuch 
views, our reaſon tells us quietly, and Up to 
_w_ boy | it i our ee ſo to do. 


But 8 Nor does our . N prompt 
us to loyalty, our faith does the ſame thing; — by 


Faich we reſt upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
Eternal Salvation of our Souls but by the ſame 


F aich, we look to Him for a directory ſor the 
whole of our conduct whether perſonal, domeſtic, 
eccleſiaſtical, or political ; And we hear him ſay 
as the Supreme Legiſlator of the Church “ Render 


unto Ceſar, the things that are Ceſar's.— Let every 


foul 


® Blackſtore's comment. vol. 1. page 234. 
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ſoul . be ſubject unto the higher Powers Submit 
yourſelves to every ordinance of man, for the Lords 
ſake: whether it be to the King as ſupreme; or 
v pnto goyernors, as unto them, that are ſent by him 
| Honar all men—Love the Brotherhood--FearGod, - 
Honor the King and this is, and bath bu our 
conduct: for the truth of which afſercon we/appeal 
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Thus, Sir, it appears that the Orthodox 11 
inſtead of being Schiſmatics, are juſtified in their 
ſeparation from the Eſtabliſhment both by. the 
Laws of God and man,—Inſtead of being here- 
tical in their creed, their faith is agreeable to the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus.— And, inſtead of being 

reſtleſs under Authority, they are good and pea- 
ceable ſubjects; adhering to the civil conſtitution 
of ä from conviction, choice, and duty. 


I have now, Sir, I ben given a true ſtate of 


the Caſe ; and ſhall finally cloſe with ſaying, that, as 
I did 


J nor put pen to paper, with any hoſtile-inten- 
tion, either with regard to Mr. Fon Ex, or the Church 
of which he ĩs a Miniſter; I hope, ſhould he con+ 
deſcend to take any notice of this ſmall performance, | 
it vin be with a view to diſprove the aſſertio ns 
therein made, reſpecting matter of fact. Should 


Ma. Fol xv do this, as an inquirer after truth, 1 
mall be much obliged to him, and. will ſoon in- 
orm the publit, of my conviction; but in no other 
caſe, do I at preſent, intend making any reply ; ; 
but conclude, with. kth . 


Your very humble Servant, * 


— 


Cortey Garz, 
 Crantey. 
 Awovsr 26, 1795. 
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